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Joahi 
_eaoo VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 

Tuskegee, Alabama 

February 12, 1937 

  

YOUR FILE REFERENCE: 

; IN REPLY REFER TO: A 
Doctor Thomas Farran 

Surgeon General 
United States Public Health Service 

, * ee ae ea I Washington, De C. Ue 3, ee eank SIO {a “eakh Service j 
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ORR E a ek wade Diced eager 

  

Dear Doctor Farran: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of February 
9, 1937, with reference to the facilities in this hospital being placed 
at the disposal of your officer whom you plan to detail to this area 
during the winter of 1937-1938 to examine clinically and do a thorough 
laboratory stucy on all the individuals, both Syphilitic and nonsyrhil- 
itic, included in the investieation of the United States Public Fealth 
Service in "acon County o, if there are facilities, between the 
Veterans Facility and the John 4. Andrew Memorial Fos vital, necessary 
to complete the cardiologic examination outlined on the form which you 
attached to your letter. 

This is to advise that this matter is being taken up with 
ical Director of the Veterans Administration without celay and 
1 be further advised at the earliest practicable date. 

Very truly yours, 

AN nw an tiOn 
a VN a wo 4S x uy 

UGEYE H. DIRPIE, aR} ae . 
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OFFICE OF 

THE ADMINISTRATOR OF 

WETERANS AFFAIRS 

“
a
a
 

fy ced that I heve this 

VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON 

Februery 18, 1957 

    iy 7, wires Ae dae ens 

laners ial ideas a] 

1957, eddreesed 

Tuskesee, A # af f 

¥ coon with you in the study which is bein 
noy, Slebema, relative to Untrested Syphilis in 
referreca to this office. 

date euthorized the Menacer 
+4 your reoresentetive in aa coonerate with 

Very truly yours, 

(rast | iM, Yacewe 
FRANK TL HIN ES, 

Administrator 
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Cotober 25, 1937. 

poector Corese Peters, 

Yoter naa huntate tpotdon Uospital, 

Tuskegee, Alaivesds 

Dear Doctor Feters: 

Iwieh to thanks you for your lotter of Cetober 1Sth in 

which you rofer te the disinterration of tedies which ara obtsined 
for subtsusias in our study of untreated syehilie in the Serre in 
Macon County. ihe imnortiont colnt in conneation with tha atudy fa, 

of Goureas, toe eonfire our clinicel whonttiees emd gines thie can 
‘be done onl biaprich euteosy, i, in the nast, have been uost ine 4 ’ i 

tepasted An stinulstines our effoerta in thia adyectian You ars 
quite richt, hosever, in inelating thas tha tedles nat bea in « dis- 

3 ” Sntoctntad eandition, 

Tran inmiiry at the Hationel Inetituta of Hea! 
that recently tlsris eactionsa abtelnad fran sevarnt entensles 
been dalivered in wich sonar condition that they ser 
no Waluc. This esndition of the aracin ea) : 
any etudies whieh micht be based moon thalr exracinntien. I oa takins 
thie matter uo with Ceetor Surrey Snith end beator ¢, 4. “alwyn with 

pe Request that in the Suture, diciniesrated nodice not oe presented 
to yOus 7 

i POgeeg tases costar Dieele diA mot tell wou of sy shoré 
eaiabied tation with hin Inst eorins. At that tina wo talked nhonat 

2 Oy 

the projected clinical study of cll of tha natients, beth aychilitic 
gr) coat ol, now loented in and ercund Ouckoxe Ths medlesl offlLes 

~ 

ex 

fated] has Been udyine sardlovasculer 

s . 
ghon we hovs 13 LS udy 

Hooking Chiversity gince luct denuary. “oetor 
a % ton 

& 

eychilis at 
Je Be Yoore % syphilis clinics « nkins, dees not 
feel that our madieal otfleer will bo sufflelently trained to carry 
on the clinicn?) work durin: the eomins winter. Ser that reason se 
have delayed hia assi:mmnent for eno year end ho will not proceed to 
Tusxegea Tor pornnanent assi-mment until the satemn of 1035. 

.



This medical officer, cocter Austin YY. Delbert, will visit 
Tusesee sariy in the sconth of Jenuary for the ~arogsea of stimulating 
the distercest of the natients in the yraject. You may ba sure that 
he will cot in touch sith you at that tine althoush the flusrescona 

=et i 

_ n $5 
y os te ond 7 Boke oy ; yh phe examinations alli not then ve requlrod. 

T wish to thank you varticularly for trineing to ny attention 
thes@ imoortant matters thich relate te the etudy in which I have a 
degr interest. 

Sincerely youre, 

me A. Yondarilehy, 
‘ ® “4, 

AS@LO%u1% Suro Genaral, 
SA a tt ’ : oF om. . « RAV? £5 Javision of YVaneresl Biseases, 

wt os * Mond DY 
cs to oF. Saith 

a 

MAR CRN gen eter net a



TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

UNITED STATES 
OFFICE OF | _ PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 

| Nov. 7, 1938 

  

Assistant Surgeon General R. A, Vonaerlehr 
Division of Venereal Disease 

r 

Waskinston, D.C. 

  

1938 
Dear Doctor Vonderlenhr: LL Divisiow of wimp | : | awn crmnesh 

The study is moving alongs quite 
smoothiy. As anticipated, I am averaxing from three to 
four examinations a day. The steff at the Veterans’ 
Hospitel is cooperating to the fullest extent ana has: 
avery keen interest in the project. 

Dr. Mahoney infcrms me. that the 
blood sera is arriving in New York in a Satisfactory 
condition. I was rather shocked at the cost involvea 
in sending the sera by airmail and Special aelivery, 
this averaging about $1.50 per mailing tube containing 
the sera of seven or cight vatients. Our "Field strate- 
gist" advises that it woula be unwise to obtain the 
Spinal fluid examinations at this time and to cefer it * 

until shortly b re I leave. I fully concur with him | 
in this.as it has been reflected lately in the ease with 
which Nurse Rivers locates ana brings in her charges. At 
the beginning of the study she volunteered the informa- 
tion that the tatients were sxeptical sbout coming in 

hh vn O A, 

because of fear of the "back shot". Worc now has spread . that the doctor is not Siving "back shots" ana she has Little trouble in fingins: hes Caily quota. Anticipating that the county, at the first of the year, will have a treatment trailer I could Plan to use it anc fan the 
countryside, striking quickly the various sections Before word gets around and the patients light out for the river bottoms. | | 

| Since my arrival, we have haa three autopsies and I sense that three more are not far cistant. I have encountered several interesting cases including two 
of our controls who have ceveloped aortic regurgitation. I am looxing forward to Dr. Mahoney's reports on the bloog sera tests wondering as to the relative sensitivity of the tests of toaay as against those of five years ago. 

    

 



TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

| UNITED STATES | 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 

  

I underestimated the amount of 
barium I wou need for the roentgenological examina- 
tions and o a later date will requisition move. 

Sincerely yours, 

| Gaiten OS MOK 
Austin V. Deibert 
Passed Assistant Surgeon 
Tuskegee, Ala. 

oe 

    

  i aol le Pannen oe Tree on ne Cetin Ey errs wT amp te re TS wren omens roe oe te ee a



REPRE emis SEIN seme cea mete sep arnt il . 

+ way ae = 

en a 
CUPS, a8 AUS 

I nas 

7th and to know the 

dn the study of unt 
@ surprice +o le 

to the "back sho 

ssicn o bie incre 
Uncer 

« 

eeecin v 

m
 
a
o
 

& 
A 

5 z % 

two of the controls 
. : 

The findings wy 
that 
syphiliti 

Please let me know 
cen co to acsizt 

RAVsHck 

the cireums 
3 ~- 

too many of tn 

ic intectio 

Novenber 16, 1938 

nave ceveloued aorti Presurrita 
yes 3 oes = + 

Tv . extrenely interesting, ang Ih 
Bor ide CuntroLe Go mot sno 

n before the sroject is. 

you. 

Sincerely yours, 

os (Sea) Kt, A, Vonscrinan 

R, A. Yonderlehr 
Assistent Surgeon General 
Division of Venersai Diseases 

a a ee a“ COPS rte erste ee teeter er a sem ne . - : _ ey 

S206 

tin VY. Delbert 
tn tervice 
Verartzent 

rt 

glad to have your letter of Noverber 
& the work is ePocrersing favorably 
reated srphilis., It vas somernat of 

Th tis! coms of the ratisnts objected 
G8 inasmuch as these seemed to make a 
then after the stucy of six VEERIS 

tances, horever, I think you are iro= 
yer lines, 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 
Feb. 6, 1939 

  

  

Asst. Surgeon Seneral R.A. Vonderlehr Division of Yenereal Disease 
U.S. Public Health service 
Vashington, D.C. 

Dear Doctor Vonderlehr: 

| . Recently I receives a letter from Doctor JsE. Moore regerding the date of im, Qselonmeni te the Maryland Health Department. As You know, Fixing an exact date is Practically impossible. ™y gross estimation fieure that T ShLouLG complete the work nere by June or July lst, and accordingly I informed him. 

To date I heave completed the Study on 275 Cases. Our working plan calls for four e€xaninations daily and two-on Saturdays. S suc 
We are not alway 

e€ 
uccessful in maintaining this schedule, howevy 

© 

r - 

T have continued to examine | tRe Cases who have received a small amount of ftreatment an Snoule like to continue unless you | feel that this should not be done. Por psycho- logical reasons I feel that these cases should be maintained; an "esprit de Corps" has been built up and if they be discarded, their fellow members on the "list" will become Suspicious, 
- It would take a great deal of explaining and em at a loss, as is Nurse nivers, as to what to say. My Clinical appetite is whettea by the Maintenance of this group. They provide another factor "X" in the Study. My routine procéaure igs to examine each case without consulting the history to find out whether it is a control; treated or inadequately treated syphilitic, until pertinent observations are mace on our . 

a a npg I amg tte meg wry weype SA rem wee hag tee Tr a IY 

. " aye Ve ne 2 ake 

ep Tay oT
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forms. I hose by this procedure to keep the 
€xaminer’s mind unprejudiced. Again, this in- 
adequately treated group should prove valuable 
not only from the final pathological stanavoint 
but clinical and serological as well. To agate, 

I have found not a Single case of "disastrous 
Syphilis" amongst them. About 90% have sero- 
logically reverted to negativity or douktful, 
and I am teing ,enerous on the "doubtfuls" - generally several of the five tests being run 
are negative. 

The paucity of clinical findings Still alarms me, but I feel that the inadequately treated group accounts for this. The Majurity of this group falls into the 25 to 55 year age group and that none of them have developed aortitis fortifies my belief that even a very Little treatment Zoes a long way in avoiding cardio- vascular complications,. tho admittedly it is a trifle too soon to make a aefinite statement to that fact. 

Here are some other interesting highlights. I have found twelve cases of aortic “reflux, equally diviaed between the syphilitic and control Groups. <A more detailed examination will te done on the latter CASES. Several cases of congenital syphilis have been detected in both groups. About a dozen of the controls now have positive serology. Two unaoubtec y became infected since the Study started, we otners probably have haa their infection for years. I have found six cases of fusiform dilatation; not one of sacculetion. Symptomatically, coronary disease is nil. Clinical neurosyphilis and benign tertiary syphilis is rare. I fear all the sick ones have died in the past six
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With your permission, I am still 
planning on replacing the inacequately treated 
cases with new ones. Our strategists feel it 
would be wiser to concentrate our efforts on 
oné community, such as Roba or Hannon. The 
addition of these cases should start about 
April lst. . 

Tam very much pleased with the 
excellent cooperation that the staff of the 
Veterans! Yospital is Giving me. Dr. Peters 
is of great help ana his avid interest in our 
project is most Slivulating. I have been 
Grawing an extra tube of blood for their 
laboratory for serological test against 
Dr. Mahoney's and this has reyealed to 
Jr. Peters the low degree of sensitivity 
of his laboratory's work. It has stimulated him to an imyrovement ana the aagacition of a check flocculation test whict. Will probably be that of Eagle. 

Sincerely yours, 

— Qua (2 
Austin V. Deibert 
P.A. Surgeon 
Tuskegee, Ala, 

PRN OR CAE ERT RHO NRRE EY Sola aan cn ee   

a
 

Se 
C
e
 

S
R
 

O
t
 
m
e
m
 S

 
2s
 
a
R
 
p
t
e



February &, 1939 

P. A, Surgeon A. ¥, Deibert 
Ue o. Public das salt Wo Larvice 

an fe Dried Wee 
c/o County Health Department 
Tuskeges, Alabana 

Tear locter Belbert: 

I was glad to have your letter of February 6th 
anc to know the progress which you are raking in the study 
or untreated syrnilis. It cirizes ce that ons of the 
reasons shy there is a paucity of clinical findinss max 

euts Fao haa the severe _eiids Os tans ous 
have cied and a kl: 

beginning cLontaneous recovery. 

af it can bo cons .ithout creat trouble T ses no 
reauon why you Shoule not exenine the inadesuntely treated 
patients. Tam giud to xaow that the nujority of them is 

t 

b 
in the younger age groups becsuse it mas ny lapreseion 
we treated only patients in these groups. 

I aiso hope that you rial plan to reinfores an 
cing such aacitionsal ratients as you 

‘ x ’ : _ oo oa a et NS a 4 aint ops Pe te oe wry wD weg gt ys ed WP bite meh Tee tanh te Se he Reali BE octet Vi lng 73 Cen a0 - oF 

. Sincerely yours, 

so ‘ 
Pisin, "7 : ii o. dat a5 \ 2 ~ TS eng f Leon Nee Sy led tage 

oR, A. Vonderlehr ; 
Assictent Lurzeon Generel 
Divisicn of VYenereal Disecses 

RAV 3iick
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Asst. Surgeon General R.A. Vonderlehr 
Division of Venereal Disease 
U.S. Public Health Service - 
Washington, D.C. , . 

Dear Doctor Vonderlehr: | Oo ON 

I was very much cdisas- 
Spointed that your trip South was cancelletc . 
but realize how necessary was your presence 
in Washington at that time, 

My chief reason for 
wanting to talk to vou was regarding spinal 
punctures cn the group. I know now that if 
I had not deferred ootaining spinal taps, we 
wouldn't have examined half the cases we have 
to date. They simply do not like spinal 
punctures. <A few of those who were tapped 
are enthusiastic over the results but to most, 
the suggestion of another causes violent 
shaking of the head: others claim they were 
robbeca of their procreative powers (regardless 
of the fact that I elaim i: Stimulates thein); Some experienced memorable headaches. All in 
all and with no attempt at humor, it is a 
headache to me. _ 

As a consequence of 
those primary taps, Nurse Rivers has had some 

‘(difficulty getting patients in when breaking 
into a néw community. After the word passes along sufficiently that we are not giving “dack shots" they come out of the cane-brakes. . I hope I know something of the Psychology of the negro but at any rate I try my best to send them forth happily shouting: the praises of the clinic to their friends at home,
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IN REPLYING, ADORESS THE 

If we repuncture, 
or try to, I gravely fear that they will not 
be persuaded to come in a third time ena the 
study would collaise. Those cases who have 
not hac punctures and those whose fluids were 
positive, I think should be punctured. 

I don't believe 
that any information relative to neurosyphilis 
on this group would be of much value as it 
would be open to criticism in that malaria igs 
sO widespread here, Doctor Smith tells mea 
survey here last year of 1,600 beople revealea 
the presence of parasites in 20%. No one can 
Say how many have had or will be infected with 
malaria before the study is over. Malaria | 
probably is the best treatment for neurosyphilis 
and nearly every patient I have seen so far 
gives a good history of having had it. So far 
in the study I have found only a few neuro- 
syphilitics and they were vascular affairs and 
Optic atrophies with not a:.case of tabes or 
paresis. 

With the exception ofr 
new patients, those ola ones who have not been 
punctured and in cases who had positive fluias, 
iIopersonally feel that Tepuncture 1s inadvisable, 
The danger of Jeopardizing the future of the 
study by lack of conneration of tha eatients 
far outweighs the importance of obtaining 
information about the spinal fluid, which in- 
formation at best would be open to adverse 
criticism, I would like very much to have 
your reaction to this. 

Sincerely yours, 

Austin V. Deibert 
PLA. Surgeon 
Tuskegee, Ala, 
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Asst. Surgeon General K.A. Vonderlehr 

Division of Venereal Disease 

U.S. Public Health Service 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Doctor Vonaerlehr: 

I am in receipt of a letter 

from Doctor Moore, following his conversation 

with you, relative to my earlier assignnent to 

Maryland. . | 
In brief, the situation here 

ie this: I have examined about 400 patients to 

date and there remains about 30 listed untreated 

and 40 controls to examine. 

To inject new blooa into the 

study, letters are now in the mail to alli of the 

examined patients urging them to tell their friends 

that the clinic is being enlarged and we are opti- 

misticslly hoping to "screen out" 150 more suitable 

candidates by drawing bloods at various meeting 

places during the next two weeks. Sithin tén aays 

I shall be able to venture an opinion ag to whether 

‘the group can be appreciably enlarged. , 

To be significant, the study 

must be stabilized by new men. If we are success~ 

ful in locating the necessary number, it woulda be 

physically impossible for me to complete the task 

by May. 15th. It would be agreeable to me to return 

later in the year for the purpose of adding to this 

group, as Doctor Moore suggests, but I believe that 

it could be done more advantageously at this time 

while we have our set-up in action if an officer 

is assigned to assist me. Even one untrained in
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syphilis work would be satisfactory. If we ado 
not add new cases now I feel that most of the 
work could be completed and I could leave by 
May 15th. Upon completion of the stuayv as it 
now stands, there will be about 125 strictly 
untreated syphilitics and I know you feel as 
Ido the necessity of increasing this number. 

Sincerely yours, 

Austin ¥. Deibdert 
P.A. Surgeon 
Tuskegee, Ala. 
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UNITED STATES © | AN 
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE Ss 

| a 

Tuskegee, Alabama ~ | 7 fh. 
. i. April 11, 1940 | 

    ACO Se mieten cert BEE etn 

Asst. Surgeon General R. A, Vonderlehr at 
Division of Vensreal Diseases 

U. S. Public Health Servics 

Washington, D. C,. 

    

Dear Doctor Vonderlehr:. a — | oN 

We were all disappointed when it became im-~ 

possible for you to come to Tuskegee, Dr. Burney was a 

good selection for a substitute. He nresented your paper 
well, and it was enjoyed by all. Dr. Dibble read your 
letter to the audience, ptatihe that you could not be 
present. Hs told them of your intense interest and of. 
your good work in Macon County. 

Since I did not get to see you, I wish to N 
‘make one reauest in connection with paying the bills for 
the autopses. If it meets with your approval, wont you 
please write Isaac, treasurer of Tuskegee Institute; to 

honor bills that I have approved. My only interest in 
being able to do this is to te in a position to pay the 
poor families a small part of the fund at times, instead 
oF the umiervuarer gscting it ali, cearcicularly when the 

family has burial insurance on the patient. 

cs Sincerely yours, 

a ae 
EY cnt, M. De 
Special Expert, V. D. 

BS/s



| | April 15, 1940 

lr. Lloyd Isaacs, Treasurer 
Tuskeree Institute 
Puskezea, Alabama 

Dear Ue. Isaace: 

since cne of cur efficors, Lector L. h. Bw PNY y Visited Tuskezee last week, I have been infermed that 24 night be he , f2l in the further prosemiticn of onr study 
cated 

d
 

‘ 
t
e
 

of untrs \ Syphilis if a emall cert of the money mede available by the -Mdlbank Hecomial rurd were paid to 4h familios of sone of tha poorer patients fust subsequent to their oor See This rayment ig Survested instead of making the entire disbursecont of v50,00 to the und 

f
n
 

taker. 

i believe that the local health of fficer, Dector Murray Saith, is familier with the cernditions of rost of the reople in the county. It is cx gested the at in th future if a seal. 
the strdy i 

> he Ipfad in conducting - eck 
done through Deed 

Sincerely yours, 

(Sgd) R. A. Vonderlexr 
on R. A. Yonderlehr 

. Assistant Surzeen General 
Division of Yerereal Cleeases 

RAVs1s 

ce: Dr. Lurray Sith 
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May 1, 1940 

#P,. Lloyd Isaacs 
Treasurer, Tuskegee Institute 
Tuskegee, AlLabana 

Dear Ur. Isaace: 

Thanx you very much for your letter of April 23rd. I trust that saticlactory arrangecents can be completed tith Lector Laith for the oxtension of nominal a: sistance to the Taniiies of ceceased patients in the stucay of untreated eypoilis. 

if 1 can co anything Purther in regarc to thig matter, please advice ne, 

~ 

Sincerely yours, 

(Sed) R. A. Vonderlehr 

Re A. Voncerlehr 
4éssistant Gurveon General 
Division of Yenersal Diveases 

RAY: ¥cK 
Cet oh. wurray Leith 

CME GORE ee ag tee



CONFIDENTIAL May 1, 1940 

Special gzpert surray Saith 
Ue S,. Pub oiic Hoalth service 
fo County Health Departuent 
Tuskegee, "Alabausa 

Dear Doctor Umiths 

I submit herewith copy of a letter 

which we have raceived froa Treasurer Lloyd 

Ieaacs of Tuskegee Inutitute. Please advise 

me if arrangements are not nade which ars 

Batisfactory to you, 

Sincerely yours, 

(Sed) R.A. Vonderlehr 

R. A. Vonderlehr 

Assistant Surgeon General 
Division of Yenereal Diseases 

RAV 2iick 
Encs. 

a! 
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Tuskegee, Alabama 

May 6, 1940 

  
Asst. Surgecn General R. A. Vonderlehp ts ranem 
Division of Venereal Diseases . 
U. S. Public Health Service 
Washington, D. C.    

      

- we tet ‘ > . 

Eee Diswanag | nal Dear Doctor Vonderlehr: 

The arrangenents made by you with Isaacs, 

Treasurer of Tuskegee Institute, for payments to 

families in certain cases for autopsies were satis- 

factory to me. 

Sincerely yours, 
om 

Murray Smith, M. D. 
Special Expert, V. D. 

ae 
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